Simon Fletcher
Ring
For Natasha Kaur
While washing dishes after tea
your ring slipped off my soapy finger.
It happened once before.
We laughed.
So, what goes on when those we love,
quite unaccountably,
depart
for stations not on any guide?
Your disappearance knocked me side-
ways,
breathless,

through a fiery hoop

and left me grieving,
dumb,
bereft.
It’s hard to name it,
fix the pain,

I know my empty hands miss yours,
my damaged heart now nurses hurt.

You battled with poor health for years,
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then angels came,
to lead you off.
I dry the ring,

it slips back on.
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