Sue Whitmore
The Book of Virus

This book from the Ancient of Days -

describes a time of plague, of masks,

of portents, pomanders and bad air,

days when god-bound paranoia drove us to our knees.
Now it challenges our proud technologies.

Nightly on our screens the secular priests

intone at lecterns, looking grim -

and rattled faith is somewhat reassured by number,
for humbled hubris doesn’t suit the modern heart
struggling with fate’s untimely whim.

And so we live with rising graphs,
industrial scale losses, Intensive Care,
failed algorithms spawning digital crosses.
No touching child, or friend, or mother -
now we must be cautious with each other.

As in a different book, another age, another life
isolated figures in de-peopled streets

scuttle off to anxiously home-cage.

Those with gardens re-discover Eden for a while
and for a while the planet breathes.

But those confined to homes where life is vile
and dark frustration seethes

have endless weeks of fear to grieve,

trapped in a lost paradise

where Adam beats up Eve.
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